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About GCA
Giant cell arteritis (GCA), also known as temporal arteritis, is an autoimmune disease of medium and large arteries,  
characterized by granulomatous inflammation (clusters of inflammatory tissue) of the three-layered vessel wall, which 
affects temporal and other cranial arteries that supply blood to the head and brain as well as the aorta and other large 
arteries that supply blood to the rest of the body.1,2 If left untreated, GCA can lead to debilitating symptoms and 
potentially severe outcomes.1 It is the most common vasculitis – a group of diseases characterized by inflammation 
of the blood vessels – affecting adults older than 50 years of age.3

Signs and Symptoms of GCA3,7

•	 Prominent/tender 
temporal arteries

•	 Tenderness of the 
scalp or temples

•	 Double vision
•	 Temporary or 

permanent vision loss
•	 Dizziness or difficulty 

with coordination 
and balance

•	 Jaw pain

•	 Sore throat or 
difficulty swallowing

•	 Chest pain
•	 Flu-like symptoms
•	 Arm or leg pain, 

numbness or 
weakness

•	 Aching or stiff 
shoulders and/
or hip joints

•	 Weight loss

Risk Factors Associated with GCA3,7

Although the underlying cause of GCA is unknown, researchers believe this autoimmune disease may be due 
to genetic or environmental factors.

Diagnosing GCA3,7,10

•	 Presence of 
GCA symptoms

•	 Physical exam, which 
includes checking 
the temporal artery 
to determine if it is 
tender to the touch, 
hard, or if there is 
a lower pulse

•	 Temporal artery 
biopsy to detect the 
presence of abnormal 
cells in the artery wall 
consistent with GCA

•	 Ultrasound, for a less 
invasive approach

Giant Cell Arteritis

125,000*,4,5,6

Approximate number 
of people in the U.S. 

living with GCA**

Women > Men
Women are more than 
twice as likely as men 

to develop GCA.3

> 50 Years1

Age at which GCA generally affects 
people, though it is most common 

between the ages of 70 and 80 years
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